USING RED THE ROBOT

VERNON PRIMARY SCOOL, POYNTON, CHESHIRE

Our school has been part of the Cheshire programme for CLL development over the last four years and was fortunate to be given one Red the Robot® for each of Phase 2 and Phase 3 in October 2008.

Red has been used successfully in a number of different learning contexts:

· Up to 25 in a phonics phase group (Foundation Stage)

· Small group activities 4-6 (Foundation Stage/Year 1)

· Individual activities child with adult (Foundation Stage/ Year1)

· Individual activities child with adult -SEN/MLD (Year 1/2) 

· Independently as a child initiated activity (Foundation Stage) 

Impact of Red
Red has proved to be a very engaging addition to the bank of resources we use in our daily systematic teaching phonics and more directly in one to one activities with pupils who require further support. The activity cards are well structured to match the phonics phases and provide a progression of skills. The cards clearly indicate the progression and highlight the skills to be learnt. This is particularly helpful for Teaching Assistants or other supporting adults. 

Children in small or larger groups or as individuals have shown great excitement when meeting Red and are pleased when the robot is part of an activity. They have been more focused and have raised heads, smiles and engaged eyes. They respond to Red as a teaching adult. Children have reacted positively to the consistent praise from the robot, raising self esteem and confidence. Motivation to learn has improved; those children who can be easily distracted appear to stay on task longer when working with the robot and are easily brought back on task if distracted during a Red activity. Behaviour is good when children interact with the robot.

Red supports oral, visual and kinaesthetic learners and makes links across most areas of learning in the Foundation Stage – 

CLL – linking sounds and letters, speaking and listening

PSRN – star/colours, matching

KUW – using everyday technology to support learning

PSE -  working co-operatively in a group

PD – fine motor control

Teaching staff confirm that Red can help pupils make progress in literacy. Although it is difficult to attribute specific results to using Red, below is the data for progression in phonics for our Foundation Stage, Year One and Year 2 this academic year. It reflects our commitment to the teaching of phonics and Red is becoming a very valuable resource.

	September 08
	 FS
	YR1
	 YR2

	Phase 1
	B    22
G   17
	
	

	Phase 2
	B    1
G    2
	B   3
G   2
	B  1
G   0

	Phase 3 i
	
	B   6
G   10
	B   1
G   1

	Phase 3 ii
	
	B   0
G   0
	

	Phase 3 iii
	
	B   0
G   0
	B   1
G   0

	Phase 4
	
	B   16
G     9
	B    2
G    1

	Phase 5
	
	
	B    8
G   17

	Phase 6
	
	
	B    6
G   6


	March 09
	 FS
	YR1
	 YR2

	Phase 1
	B   

G  
	B

G
	B  

	Phase 2
	B   3
G   0
	B     0
G   1
	B    
G   0

	Phase 3 i
	B    13 
G      6
	B     3
G     2
	B   1

G   1

	Phase 3 ii
	B

G
	B   0

G   0
	B    1

	Phase 3 iii
	B      2
G
	B     0
G     1
	B     
G   1

	Phase 4
	B      7 
G     14 
	B     10
G     10
	B    2
G    0

	Phase 5
	
	B     12
G       8
	B    6
G   11

	Phase 6
	
	
	B     10
G      12


